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MISSION STATEMENT  

  
New Orleans Jewish Day School (NOJDS): 

 
"Upon three things the world is based: on Torah, on Avodah, and Gemilut Hassadim"  Avot 1:2 

 
Our mission is to serve the entire Jewish Community of Greater New Orleans by providing an 
academically superior secular and Judaic education. We nurture within our students a passion for 
learning and a devotion and commitment to the study of Torah, Eretz Yisrael, and Tikkun Olam 
(Repairing of the World). We seek to foster a respect for the individual as well as an appreciation 
of the unity of the Jewish People while acknowledging the commonalities and differences in 
Jewish life. The New Orleans Jewish Day School will prepare our children for full participation 
in American society and Jewish life.  
 
                      

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Each child attending New Orleans Jewish Day School will become a lifelong learner, a 
productive citizen, and an individual with Jewish value, high self-worth and self-motivation. 
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ARRIVAL 
 

Students will be greeted in the car pool line starting at 7:45 a.m. The carpool line closes at 7:55 
a.m. and the school day begins PROMPTLY at 8:00 a.m. No students are allowed on school 
grounds prior to the set times above. 

 
Children who arrive after 8:00 a.m. must be brought to the office by a parent to receive a 
tardy slip from the school office.  They may then proceed to their classroom.  

 
TARDINESS 

 
Tardiness disrupts instructional programs. Students tardy five times within a nine week period 
are considered excessively tardy and will be issued a detention. Thereafter on the sixth tardy the 
parent(s) of the student and the student are required to meet with the Head of School to 
determine a strategy for timely arrival.  Chronic tardiness is reflected in the student’s transcripts. 
Excessive tardy minutes will be added to constitute days of absence when applicable. Excessive 
tardiness will be handled at the discretion on the Head of School. 
 
The loss of recess for excessive tardiness unfortunately punishes the student for the actions 
of a parent.  Please ensure that your child arrives promptly to school. 
 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
 
After school, students may take advantage of after school programming offered by the Metairie 
JCC. Metairie JCC membership is required for participation in all JCC after school programs.  If 
interested, please contact Wendy Goldberg at the Metairie JCC 887-5158, extension 104. 
 

DISMISSAL  
 
Dismissal begins at 3:35 p.m. daily at the parking lot entrance. Early dismissal days are posted in 
the school calendar. For the safety of your child, please wait to pull up in the car pool line to 
allow your child to enter the vehicle under proper supervision. 
 
All students not picked up by 3:45pm must go to after-school care with all charges payable to the 
JCC. 
 
Teachers are not authorized to release students during the school day.  If it is necessary to pick 
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up a child during the day, please come to the Day School Office before proceeding to your 
child's classroom.  The administrative assistant will sign your child out and provide you with a 
slip instructing the teacher to dismiss your child.  Please plan ahead for any appointments; as this 
procedure will take a little extra time.  If you designate another person to pick up your child the 
school needs a note in advance authorizing us to release your child to someone other than parents 
or guardians; a picture I.D. may also be required.  If you do not notify the office by written note, 
we will not release the child.  Please advise the designated individual regarding the child release 
procedure at NOJDS. 
 
If for some reason your child is going home with another child from school, a parent must send 
a note in order to send your child home with a friend.  It is unduly taxing for the office to "track 
down" permission when we are informed by students that they are going home with a friend and 
we have not been properly advised. 
In the event of an EMERGENCY, please call the school to notify us of alternate arrangements. 
 
 

CAR POOL 
 

 
All car pools are requested to register with the school office.  This may be accomplished by 
simply completing a transportation form. If you are picking up an individual student, this is 
defined as a car pool, and a transportation form must also be completed. 

            
 

ATTENDANCE  
 
Regular attendance at school is the best way to ensure a student's academic progress.  When 
absence does occur, a parent is expected to contact the teacher and arrange to make up missed 
assignments. 
 
The school office will call an absent child’s parent if that parent has not contacted the school by 
10:00 a.m.  This is  to ensure that the parent is aware of the child’s absence and to find out about 
any illnesses that the school should be aware of  (for example, a contagious illness such as 
chicken pox).   Excused absences will be recognized for illness, emergency, or other situations at 
the discretion of the School Head of School. 
 
Students who are absent five or more school days or who are ill with a communicable disease are 
required to bring, upon return to school, a note from a physician stating that they may return to 
school. 
 
Excessive unexcused absences are highly problematic.  Louisiana law governing schools requires 
elementary students to be in attendance for at least 160 days to be eligible to receive credit for 
courses taken.  Exceptions can only be made in cases of extended illness or family crises.  
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CLOSING FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER  
 
On those occasions, when inclement weather forces the closure of school, parents will be notified 
by email.  When appropriate, closings will also be listed on television. 
 
 

 
UNIFORM POLICY  

 
Students that do not abide by uniform regulations will be sent to the office to contact their 
parents to secure appropriate clothing. 
 
Dress code issues not addressed by the uniform policy are as follows: 
 
�� Shoes that represent a safety hazard are not to be worn.  This includes: open toed shoes, 

shoes without backs, flip-flops, and heels in excess of one and a half inches. 
�� Students are not to wear make-up, lipstick, strong cologne, or perfume. 
�� Students are not to wear dangling, large hoop earrings or nose rings. 
�� Student’s hair must always be clean and combed. 
 
�� Uniform bottoms may be purchased at any store that sells a uniform line.  The generic 

uniform shirts may be purchased anywhere as long as they are plain and no outer 
markings such as company logos, labels, etc.  The New Orleans Jewish Day School logo 
is always acceptable on any shirt.�

For sweats and PE information, please see below. 
 
ALL UNIFORM ITEMS, EXCEPT PE SHIRTS, ARE TO BE PURC HASED 
INDIVIDUALLY BY YOU FROM THE RETAILERS.  PE SHIRTS ARE TO BE 
PURCHASED THROUGH THE NOJDS OFFICE.�
Mandatory Items 
PLEASE purchase at least one of the following items for the purpose of special occasions/events: 
-Royal blue collared polo shirt, short sleeve logo 
-White collared polo shirt, short sleeve, and logo 
-Khaki bottoms, long pants or skirt 
-Gray or navy zip up hooded sweatshirt or pullover sweatshirt (does not have to have logo) 
�
Generic Uniform Items 
All uniform bottoms must be uniform line navy or khaki in the following styles:  long pants, 
shorts, skirts, shorts, or jumpers.  Sweat pants are acceptable as uniform bottoms.  Tights for 
skirts or jumpers must be white or navy blue. 
All uniform tops must be royal blue, light blue, or white in the following styles: collared long or 
short sleeve polo shirts, oxford dress shirts, Peter Pan collared shirts, and turtlenecks. 
 
Physical Education 
The PE - t- shirt may be worn to school on your child’s PE days. All tennis shoes purchased must 
be non-marking shoes.  This is usually marked on the box. 
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Sweats 
All sweat pants and sweat shirts (crew neck or hooded zip up) in navy or gray can be purchased 
anywhere as long as they are plain and have no outer markings.  Students may bring sweats to 
change into for PE, however, they may not be worn throughout the day. 
 
Previously Purchased School Clothes 
Any school clothes you purchased from NOJDS in the past are acceptable as part of the uniform 
policy. 
 
Kids Pick 
Every Wednesday will be kids pick day.  Students may wear whatever they want as long as it 
follows the standard dress code written in the school handbook. 
�
Shabbat 
Every Friday children should wear a white shirt and uniform pants 
 
REMEMBER TO LABEL ALL CLOTHING BECAUSE THEY WILL ALL LOOK THE 
SAME!!!!! �
 

DISCIPLINE  
 
NOJDS is committed to providing a community that is free from hostility, intimidation and other 
abusive behavior. Discipline at NOJDS reflects an environment where children are encouraged 
to learn in a positive and self affirming atmosphere where expectations are clear, fair, and 
reasonable limits are defined.  When an individual’s behavior cannot conform to such a setting, 
effective methods must be found to help modify the student’s behavior.  Such methods never 
include corporal punishment or personal criticism, but instead seek to redirect the student's 
behavior in consultation with the student, the teacher, the student's parents, or the Head of 
School of the school. 
 
Keeping in mind the Jewish value of "Kavod Habriyot," "Respecting your neighbor," all students 
are expected to show respect for peers, teachers, and school property; maintain an atmosphere 
conducive to learning, and be concerned about the safety of all associated with the school. 
Students unable or unwilling to take responsibility for such an approach to behavior will be 
subject to appropriate disciplinary procedures. Please be reminded that any item that may cause 
injury or harm to another student is not allowed on the campus (ex. pocket knives). Discipline 
measures will be imposed to ensure that students understand the responsibility for the choices 
they make. 
 
An integral part of NOJDS’ philosophy is that all aspects of school culture need to be 
educational.  This philosophy informs our discipline policy as well. Our approach is positive 
discipline; teaching our students responsibility, cooperation, problem solving skills, and self 
discipline. 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES  
 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR  
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Classroom behavior is important to the total climate of NOJDS. Therefore, all students should: 

 
1. Enter the classrooms only when teachers are present or have been given permission. 

Locked classrooms are never to be entered. 
 

2. Arrive on time with all required materials. 
 

3. Follow classroom rules as established by each of the grade level teachers. 
 
If a discipline problem occurs that warrants administrative intervention, the Head of School and 
parents will be notified through the Discipline Referral policy. Parents will be informed and 
appropriate measures will be taken. 

 
EMERGENCY  

 
Parents must make sure that all medical information regarding their child is current in his/her 
student records.  If an emergency situation occurs, every effort will be made to contact the parent 
or guardian, to contact the physician designated on the child's medical form or to obtain 
appropriate care at the nearest hospital emergency room or the one specified by the parent. In an 
extreme emergency, an ambulance will be called and appropriate medical care rendered. Any 
changes will be the responsibility of the parent. If the child's designated physician cannot be 
reached, an alternate physician designated by the school will be contacted.  The school must 
have on file for each child a signed medical release form authorizing emergency care and 
transfer of medical records to the local hospital.  Emergency phone numbers for reaching the 
parent or guardian and another authorized person must be on file and current. 
 

ACCIDENT PROCEDURES 
 
An accident report shall be completed for each accident except minor scratches or abrasions.  
The report will be completed as soon as possible after the accident and before the end of the 
school day.  A parent will be notified when necessary and the report will be filed with the 
student’s records.  We ask that you also inform your child’s teacher of any injuries or bruises that 
occurred outside of the school. 
 
 

FIELD TRIPS  
 
Opportunities to learn outside of school enrich the educational experiences of our students.  Such 
trips are planned either as an extension of the classroom work or to expand the learning 
environment of our students.  A permission slip for field trips is required to be signed by a parent 
or guardian before any student may be allowed to participate.  If a class parent either volunteers 
or is requested to drive on a field trip, it is necessary for the school to have proof of adequate 
insurance coverage. The driver should submit a copy of their driver’s license and insurance card 
to the office. 
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HEALTH POLICY  
 
All students must have an updated health form signed by their doctor in their student records at 
the beginning of the academic year.  This should include a record of immunizations and 
vaccinations received by the child to satisfy any requirements of the state. 
In situations where students are receiving ongoing medical care (whether for one's physical or 
emotional health) the school must be informed and arrangements for communication between the 
school and student's health care provider made. 
 

SICK POLICY 
 

In order to maintain a healthy learning environment, children with fevers, vomiting or diarrhea 
must be kept out of school—or picked up immediately if these symptoms develop during he 
school day.  Parents of children with any of the above symptoms will be notified and asked to 
pick up their child.  In any situation where the child appears too ill to remain in school, the 
administration will attempt to contact the parent or the emergency contact person assigned by the 
parent. Children will remain in the infirmary until they are picked up by a parent or his/her 
guardian. If a child is sick with fever he/she may not return to school until fever free without 
medication for 24 hours.  If a child has a contagious illness he/she must have a physician’s 
statement releasing the student to return to school. Please do not send a sick child to school with 
the hope that he or she will feel better as the day proceeds. This is neither good for the child nor 
for the other members of the school community. 
 

LICE POLICY 
 
While every effort will be made to maintain the health of each child, our school, like others, may 
be subject to Pediculosis (head lice).  Several steps are suggested to keep such a situation under 
control. 
 
a. Children should wash their hands regularly. 
b. Children should not share combs, brushes, hats, kippot, or other grooming aids. 
c. Discovery of lice requires the child to be sent home and treated, insuring that all nits have been      

removed before returning to school. 
d. Upon returning to school, the student will be re-examined by a NOJDS staff member to ensure 

that all nits are gone from his/her scalp.  If a case of lice is discovered at home, please 
inform the school. 

 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL  

 
Prescription medication shall not be administered to any student without an order from a 
physician or dentist.  The order must include the following. 
�� The student’s name. 
�� The name and signature of the physician/dentist. 
�� The physician/dentist’s business address, phone number and an emergency phone 

number. 
�� The name of the medication. 
�� The frequency and time of the medication. 
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�� The route and dosage of the medication. 
�� A written statement of the diagnosis, desired effects and the specific adverse effects of 

the medication.   
 
The parent/guardian is responsible for delivering medication to the NOJDS office. No student 
may transport medication of any kind to or from the school.   
 
All medication must meet acceptable pharmaceutical standards and be in the original container 
dispensed by the pharmacist.  Non prescription medication must be in its original bottle. 
 
No medication will be dispensed to a student by school personnel without proper release 
from a physician or parent.  This applies to both prescription and non prescription 
medication regardless of the delivery method. 
 
The initial dose of a medication must be administered by the student’s parent/guardian outside 
NOJDS’ jurisdiction with sufficient time for observation of adverse reactions. 
 
Any medication that can be administered at home must be given at home. For example, medicine 
that is to administered three times a day can be given in the morning, upon arrival of the student 
at home, and at bedtime. 
 

RECESS 
 
Each day, students are allowed a certain amount of time for recess.  All students are expected to 
participate in a daily outdoor recess period.  If a physical condition indicates that the child should 
not participate in outdoor activities for a day or two, please send a note to the teacher.  If a child 
must stay indoors for more than two days for physical reasons, please send a note from the 
doctor. 
      
In case of wet or severely cold weather, indoor recess will be provided.  Recess periods are 
always supervised by staff members. 
 

LIBRARY  
 
Students will have access to the Joan and Gerald Berenson Library and Resource Center both for 
pleasure and academic needs.  Students as well as parents may benefit from checking books out 
of the library.  Students may do so through regular visits to the library from class. Students must 
return library materials in a timely manner.  Any student who has not returned library books/
materials will be responsible for the replacement cost before a final report card can be issued.   
 
 

HOMEWORK  
 
NOJDS sees homework as an opportunity to enrich and supplement the school experience of the 
child.  In addition to providing the student the opportunity to develop skills in responsibility, 
time management, and organization, it also helps to reinforce and master skills and concepts 
learned during the school day. 
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Homework may vary from grade to grade, but generally falls into one of four categories: a) 
completion of class work, b) review and practice of class work, c) long-term projects, and d) 
enrichment activities. 
 
Parental responsibilities in helping their children to establish good homework practices should 
include providing a quiet place and scheduled time to do homework, acting as a consultant or 
guide when a child seeks help, helping the student establish a realistic timetable for projects and 
staying on task, assisting the child to obtain appropriate resource material, and informing the 
teacher if the assignment seems unduly difficult, so that the student receives the necessary help 
in school.  
 
Homework may or may not be assigned over weekends and teachers are encouraged to keep 
homework to a minimum over Jewish holidays. 
 

 
 

PROMOTIONAL POLICY  
 
In all grades, the students’ developmental progress will be reflected on the progress reports and 
the report cards. Throughout the year, the faculty and staff work diligently to provide their 
students with a solid foundation to prepare students for high school. Not all students learn at the 
same pace and in the same way. Parents will be notified when it becomes necessary for support 
intervention. This may include supplemental help from outside tutors. The faculty and 
administration will help in this process. Teachers may not tutor their own students. However, we 
have a list of tutors that we can recommend if needed. 
 
Occasionally, a student still will not master the necessary skills to be proficient in a subject area 
to be eligible for promotion to the next grade. The administration team will then conference with 
parents to discuss instructional options for the student.  
 
 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION  
 
A successful school depends heavily on effective methods of communication between parents 
and school staff.  In order to accomplish this, a number of vehicles may be used.  
 
Parents and teachers will have the opportunity to meet at an open house orientation held at the 
beginning of the school year.  The evening will include hearing teachers talk about their goals 
and program for the year, as well as learning about opportunities for parent participation. 
 
Families will receive quarterly newsletters which will provide parents with information 
pertaining to the school events and activities, as well as, any important communication between 
the school staff and the rest of the community. 
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Students will receive report cards mailed home at the end of each quarter.  These will focus on 
the child's academic, social, and emotional development in school. 
  
Parent/Teacher conferences will be scheduled two times in the year, one in the fall and one in the 
spring.  Parents must call to either confirm or change the appointment set by the school.  
Additional conferences may be scheduled by either the parent or teacher if there is a special 
concern. 
      
Specific questions to teachers may be addressed by contacting them at the school during the 
school day.  Please be advised that while they may not be available to immediately respond to a 
call, a message will be left for them and the call will be returned.  As a school respectful of 
religious traditions, we also ask that parents not call teachers at home on Sabbath or Holidays. 
 
When addressing any concerns regarding your child, please contact the teacher first. If the issue 
cannot be resolved between the teacher and parent, the Head of School will intervene if 
necessary. 
 
Faculty have e-mail accounts available for parent teacher communication. Please do not use the 
faculty e-mail accounts to forward e-mails that are not school related or related directly to your 
child. Faculty are advised to reply to those kinds of e-mails with a gentle request to remove their 
e-mail address from your address book for this purpose. 
 

STUDENT RECORDS 
 
The school maintains a confidential cumulative file for each student which contains records of 
academic achievement, health, test results, personal data, and teachers' anecdotal reports. All 
parents or legal guardians have the right to inspect and review their child's cumulative record at 
any time. Student records are subject to being withheld when any financial obligations to the 
school are not met. 
 
 

TUITION AND FEES  
 
Tuition and fees will be reviewed annually by the Board of Directors, as part of the budgetary 
process. Information will be shared with parents in conjunction with either re-enrollment forms 
or application materials. 
 
 

VISITORS  
 
Parents are welcome to visit classes, programs, Tefillah, and holiday celebrations.  Please contact 
the school office or teachers in advance to coordinate the best time for a visit. All visitors are 
required to check in with the reception desk to secure a name tag pass. 
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VOLUNTEERS  
 

Volunteer help is greatly appreciated, needed, and expected at NOJDS.  Contributing time and 
energy for a specific project, or on an ongoing, regular basis within the classroom or school 
office allows us to provide the children with an expanded range of activities.  Opportunities to 
volunteer are varied and numerous: leading cooking experiences, assisting of field trips, 
introducing children to your specific area of expertise, and serving on committees. 
                              
Another vital volunteer service is participation in fund raising activities for the school.  Since 
tuition covers only a percentage of the total cost of education for each child, parents will be 
asked to assist in annual fund raising events. 
 
***Since we have multiple agencies sharing the facility, all meetings must be arranged with 
the office at least 48 hours in advance.  
                        

 
 

FACILITIES  
 

We acknowledge our responsibility to help maintain the facility in a clean and attractive manner.  
We are also aware that such a location provides "interesting temptations" for some students.  
While phones and vending machines must be accessible to the general public, NOJDS students 
are not permitted to use these items as they distract from the learning environment.  If a parent 
receives a call from his/her child during the day, please ask to speak with the staff member that 
would be present.  Also, please refrain from sending money with your child for the vending 
machines, unless it is for an after-school snack.  
 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 
Teachers will notify families if there are supplies needed by the student that are not supplied by 
the school.  
 
 

LUNCH/SNACK  
 
At mealtime and snack time, we sincerely request that the food guidelines outlined in the Kashrut 
Policy be reviewed and maintained.  In addition, we would like to encourage fruit or other kinds 
of nutritious food items for lunch on a daily basis.  Please see menu suggestions under Kashrut 
policy. NOJDS provides snack in the prekindergarten and kindergarten classrooms. 
 
 
Parents are also encouraged to help their children understand the connection between the 
spiritual and environmental aspect of eating by having each child use a lunch box with a reusable 
container.  Lunch boxes should be labeled with your child's name and grade.  If your child's 
lunch contains items which require a fork or spoon, please send the implements with them. 
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RELIGIOUS POLICIES  

 
As a community school, the NOJDS reflects and respects the various philosophies of the families 
and congregations from which students come. Children joyfully learn and practice Jewish 
customs and observances while interacting with peers and adults whose religious affiliation and/
or practices may differ from their own. In this way, children naturally experience a diversity of 
Jewish life and learn to respect and understand a wide range of traditions. 
 
 

KIPPOT  
 
Jewish tradition has always understood the wearing of a head-covering as a sign of respect. It is 
the policy of the NOJDS that all boys wear a kipah while studying Judaica and reciting blessings 
at prayer and meal times. This includes any food consumed during field trips. It is encouraged, 
but optional, for boys wear a kipah throughout the school day. Girls who wish to wear a kipah 
are encouraged and supported to do so.  
 
 

RELIGIOUS PLURALISM  
 
Boys and girls participate equally in prayer. Rabbis from across the ideological spectrum will be 
invited to visit the school and participate in prayer assemblies and Shabbat/holiday celebrations. 
They will advise our religious practices in the school. In this way, children naturally experience 
the diversity in Jewish life and learn to respect and love all Jews. 
 
 

TZEDAKAH  
 
Throughout the school year, students have a variety of opportunities to put Jewish values into 
practice. Particular among these is the mitzvah of "Tzedakah", giving to others. Various projects 
that may require financial or personal-time contributions will help the students understand the 
significance of this mitzvah and its importance for Jewish life. We hope that by involving one's 
family in the Tzedakah process during projects throughout the year, the students will come to 
realize this as an ongoing mitzvah. Families are not necessarily expected to participate in every 
Tzedakah project, but are encouraged to support those they feel comfortable with. 

 
JEWISH HOLIDAYS  

 
The school follows the Jewish calendar. All festivals and special periods of the year are noted 
and observed in the school setting. The entire school takes on the ambiance of the approaching 
holiday. All classes are involved in appropriate learning activities, observances, and school 
assemblies. Classes and school activities are never scheduled in conflict with Jewish holidays. 
Community activities which take place on Shabbat or holidays cannot be endorsed by the school.  
For our students to become familiar with and experience all aspects of Sabbath and festival 
observance, families are encouraged to attend their congregations for services. Families are also 
encouraged to be part of the full spectrum of activities associated with their synagogue. 
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NON - JEWISH HOLIDAYS  

 
National holidays such as Thanksgiving and Presidents' Day are marked by special programs and 
are taught as part of the Social Studies curriculum. The school avoids observance of all holidays 
with non-Jewish religious origins regardless of their widespread acceptance. This policy includes 
Halloween and Valentine's Day. Please do not send treats for these holidays to school for your 
child to distribute to his/her friends. No apparel or jewelry representing a non-Jewish holiday 
should be worn to school at anytime. 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS AND BIRTHDAYS  
 
Celebrations are held for the children for many Jewish holidays. Planning for these celebrations 
is done cooperatively between the faculty and the parents. Very simple birthday parties may be 
arranged in cooperation with the child's teacher for kindergarten through third grade. The teacher 
must be notified in advance. 
 
All food distributed at parties must be kosher, i.e. baked in the school kitchen or purchased from 
an approved bakery (see appendix). Nothing that is prepared at home may be distributed to the 
children. All packaged food must be labeled kosher with an appropriate Kashrut symbol (see 
section on KASHRUT ). 
 
 

PARTIES & CELEBRATIONS OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL  
 
We recognize that although our personal observances may differ, we are all part of one Jewish 
community. In an effort to be considerate and to include all the children, we ask that you do not 
schedule your child's parties on the eve or day of Shabbat or major festivals * (minor holidays 
such as Hanukkah, Tu B'Shvat and Purim are fine). We also request that food served at these 
celebrations be vegetarian/dairy or certified kosher so as to accommodate the dietary needs of all 
of our students and extend the school community of which your children are a part. Please do not 
send party invitations to school to be distributed in the classroom. We strongly encourage 
inviting all classmates. A list of kosher certified local food providers will be sent home at a later 
date. 
 
* These include the first two days of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, Simchat Torah, Pesach, Shavuot, 
and the last two days of Pesach. 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS  
All religious, educational, promotional, and community notice material must be approved by the 
school’s director before distribution. 
 
Questions or issues of religious policy in the school will be dealt with by a Rabbinic Advisory 
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Committee. This committee will deal with issues as they arise and will reflect all perspectives in 
the Jewish community. 
 
 

 
KASHRUT POLICY  

NOJDS is committed to providing the kind of positive Jewish educational setting in which all 
students will feel comfortable.  To create a sense of school community, as well as to impart 
Jewish practices through both study and experience, NOJDS observes the traditional Jewish way 
of sanctifying eating by observing the laws of Kashrut. 
 
We acknowledge that Kashrut observances may vary not only in different parts of the world, but 
even in our own community.  Thus, knowing that there are members of our community who 
observe Kashrut as well as those who do not, it is beneficial to share the following information 
for all our families.  Please keep in mind that these guidelines are not intended to cause 
difficulty; rather they are intended to help all in our community feel comfortable eating at 
NOJDS.  If you have questions or concerns regarding this information then please speak with Dr. 
Berk. 
 
The kitchen of the Goldring-Woldenberg Community Campus is a kosher facility.  In addition, 
our policy at NOJDS is that all food served to students, regardless of whether it is in classrooms 
or from our kitchen, be kosher.  In order to make certain that the food served at NOJDS is 
kosher, we have asked Rabbi Uri Topolosky, who serves as the rabbi at Beth Israel and as the 
mashgiach (supervisor) of the kitchen on this campus, to also serve as the mashgiach of the 
school. 
 
Together with Rabbi Bob Loewy & Rabbi Uri Topolosky we have developed the following 
policy for NOJDS. 

· Students may pack meat, dairy, or parve lunches for consumption at NOJDS. While all 
our students eat together at mealtimes, we have designated tables for those eating meat or 
milk lunches.  Students who pack parve lunches may sit at either set of tables.  Please do 
not pack lunches that mix meat and milk products. 

· Any meat purchased for consumption at NOJDS must be kosher.  Currently, kosher meat 
can only be purchased at Kosher Cajun and Casablanca in the New Orleans area. 

· NOJDS currently serves snack for students through Kindergarten.  All other grades 
snacks should be kosher.  

· Students are not allowed to share food.  This is for health reasons as students may be 
allergic to different ingredients, as well as for family differences in kashrut. 

· All food items brought into NOJDS that are for public consumption must be checked by  
Rabbi Topolosky, or by a mashgiach designated by Rabbi Topolosky.  This includes 
teacher or parent purchased food, as well as food that will be prepared in the kitchen.    

· When shopping for food for NOJDS events, birthday parties, or even small snacks, we 
suggest that you take the attached list of acceptable kosher symbols.  (Please note that 
neither a regular K nor a triangle K is generally acceptable.)  

· While most grocery stores carry many kosher items, Kosher Cajun has a large selection 
of dry goods, meats, cheese and parve dessert items.   
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· At this time, Dorginacs Bakery is not under rabbinic supervision and is not reliably 
kosher.  We will notify you if this changes. 

· Many parents enjoying cooking treats for their children’s birthday celebrations at 
NOJDS.  Unfortunately, we are unable to serve food cooked in any home kitchen.  We 
are, however, more than happy to make the NOJDS kitchen available for parents to use. 

 
 
A list of approved kosher symbols follows this page.  We ask that you please stick to this list 
when shopping for class snacks, parties or events. 
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COMPUTER POLICY  
 

The New Orleans Jewish Day School is committed to providing access to technology to enhance the students’ 
education. The use of computers and the internet are such tools, opening the world and providing access to what is 
often the most up-to-date of resources. This Acceptable Use Policy attempts to provide a level of safety for the 
student, and establishes the school’s policy concerning the use of computers and of the Internet.   
 
Computer Use  

· Students must respect all computer equipment. 
· Students must use computers and their software for school-related purposes only. 
· Student’s use of the computers is under the direction, approval and supervision of the teacher.   
· Students are not to try to “fix” computer equipment.  Tell the teacher. 
· Students must not seek information on modifying files, data, or passwords belonging to other users. 
· Students must not use any outside software, including floppy disks, without teacher permission. 
· Using another student’s password in any way is forbidden.  Students should make an effort to keep 

their files secure by not sharing their passwords with others.  This includes school-wide programs such 
as Accelerated Reader.  

· Students must not write, send, download, or display obscene, threatening, harassing, or otherwise 
harmful messages or pictures. 

 
Internet Use 

· Students must be kind and polite when using the Internet. 
· Students may use the Internet for school-related activities only. 
· Students may use the Internet only when they have permission from a teacher. 
· Students must not share their personal address, phone number, or any other contact information over 

the Internet.  They must not share information about other people either – including friends, fellow 
students, or school staff. 

· Students must treat information created by others as the private property of the creator.  Respect 
copyrights. 

· Students should be aware that their Internet use may be monitored and therefore is not private. 
· Students must obey all rules that normally govern their behavior at school when using the Internet.  

Violation of its use results in immediate suspension and/or termination of the privilege of using the 
Internet and/or the computer.   

· Older students may be allowed to use YouTube and similar websites for class work.  Students are 
responsible for viewing only appropriate material. 

 
NOJDS has installed the most up to date filters appropriate for use in a school environment.  We cannot absolutely 
guarantee that 100% of offensive material will be filtered out.  On the rare occasion that a student views 
inappropriate materials we will notify parents and take action so that similar instances do not reoccur. 
 
The administration of the New Orleans Jewish Day School reserves the right to: 

· Revoke a student’s computer and/or Internet privileges. 
· Monitor a student’s computer and Internet activities without notice. 
· View a student’s files without notice. 
· Delete a student’s files without notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW ORLEANS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL  
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ParentsWeb 
 

 
Our new RenWeb School Management Software  gives you an opportunity to get more involved in 
your child’s academic progress and future success – all via the Internet! 
 
RenWeb’s ParentsWeb  is a private and secure website that has been set up for our school to al-
low you to see complete information specific to your child.  You can view your child’s grades, atten-
dance, homework and other useful school information.  You can also communicate with teachers 
and other school staff online whenever necessary.  All you need is an Internet-capable computer. 
 
Here’s how to access our easy-to-use RenWeb ParentsWeb : 
 
· Go to Internet Explorer and type in the address of our school website at www.nojds.com. 

· Click on “ParentsWeb Login” found in the upper right hand corner of the homepage. 

· Log in as follows: 

1. Click the First Time Users  tab if you have not logged in to RenWeb before.  If you 
have, skip to Step 5. 

2. Enter your email address that you provided to the school. 

3. Click the Remember My Email?  box if you would like the login screen to automatically 
populate your email address on subsequent logins. 

4. Click the New User  button.  You will receive an email containing your password within 
3 minutes (to the email address you entered, which must be the same email address 
that you provided to the school). 

5. Click the Parents  tab. 

6. Enter the password assigned. 
Click the Parent Login  button. 

 
You should now be logged in to the School Information home page of ParentsWeb.  To learn more 
about ParentsWeb, click the Tour the New ParentsWeb  button to take a 6-minute video tour. 

 
Note:   If you are on a dial-up connection and experience long delays in loading the web pages, 
please select the Dial-up  option on the Parents login page before clicking the Parent Login  button.  
This will take you to a dial-up version of ParentsWeb that contains the same information but in a dial
-up-friendly environment that requires fewer graphics. 
 
Please call us if you have any problems or questions.   
 
We look forward to your participation.  Together we can continue to improve our children’s aca-
demic development as well as communication between our school and your home. 
 
By signing the signature sheet included in this policy manual you grant us permission to post your 
contact information in our secure, online directory.  Furthermore,your signature grants us permis-
sion to post pictures and video of your children on the secure school and class webpages that are 
internal to ParentsWeb.   
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ARTISTS IN MOTION 
(AGES 4-7) 

Learn about artists while      
creating their work. 

September 7—October 19, no class 
on September 28 

Mondays, 4:00—5:00 PM 
Instructor: Stephanie Krell 

$50 / 6 sessions 

KIDS IN MOTION  
(AGES 3 – 7) 

Coordinated motion play for        
pre-school and early grade school 

children. 
September 17 - October 22  
Thursdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Instructor: Debbie Schnell 

$50 / 6 sessions 

POTTERY CLUB  
(AGES 6 – 12) 

Work with clay to create         
different projects. 

September 9 – October 14 
Wednesdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

Instructor: Jessica Klein 
$50 / 6 sessions 
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TWEENS IN MOTION  
(AGES 8 AND UP) 

Aerobics, Kickboxing & Step for 
pre-teens 

September 8 - October 13 
Tuesdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Instructor: Jodie Yacavone 

$50 / 6 sessions 

OPEN GYM  
(AGES 4 – 11) 

Come to the JCC gym after 
school for kickball, dodge ball 

and other activities. 
August 31 - December 14, no 

class September 7 and 28 
Mondays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Instructor: Jodie Yacavone 

$40 / 14 sessions or $5 per class 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL SWIM CLUB (AGES 4 – 10) 
Class will consist of instruction on the four major stokes: free-

style, backstroke, breaststroke, and       butterfly, along with 
some great safety tips from the American Red Cross learn-to-
swim program.  All skill levels are invited but child must be 

able to put their face in the water on command and without as-
sistance. 

 
Session 1  

September 1 - September 10  
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

U7 (4 – 6 year olds) 
Instructor: Donald Hains 

$35 / 4 sessions 
Session 2  

September 15 – September 24 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

U11 (7 – 10 year olds) 
Instructor: Donald Hains 

$35 / 4 sessions 
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Leagues 

SOCCER (AGES 4 -11) 
Wednesdays, September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & 

October 7, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Sundays, September 6 & 13, 1:00 – 2:00 

PM 
U7 (4-6 year olds) 

$65 / 8 sessions 
 

Thursdays, September 3, 10, 17, 24 & Oc-
tober 1, 8, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

Sundays, September 6 & 13, 2:00 – 3:00 
PM  

U12 (7 – 11 year olds) 
$65 / 8 sessions 

 
Daily drop-in fee $10 

FLAG FOOTBALL (AGES 6 – 12) 
Wednesdays, October 14, 21, 28 &  
November 4, 11, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

Sundays, October 18, 25 &  
November 1, 8, 1:00 – 2:00PM 

U9 (6 - 8 year olds) 
$75 / 9 sessions 

 
Thursdays, October 15, 22, 29 &         
November 5, 12, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

Sundays, October 18, 25 &  
November 1, 8, 1:00 – 2:00 PM 

U13 (9-12 year olds) 
$75 / 9 sessions 

 
Daily drop-in fee $10 

BASKETBALL (AGES 4-11) 
Sundays 1:00 – 2:00 PM 

Wednesday 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
November 15 – December 20, no class November 25 

U6 (4 – 5 year olds) 
$80 / 10 sessions 

 
Sundays, 2:00 – 3:00 PM  

Thursdays, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
November 15 - December 20, no class on November 26 

U9 (6 – 8 year olds) 
$80 / 10 sessions 

 
Sundays, 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Thursdays, 5:00 – 6:00 PM 
November 15 - December 20, no class on November 26 

U12 (9 – 11 year olds) 
$80 / 10 sessions 

Daily drop-in fee $10 
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MARTIAL ARTS 
Martial arts teaches balance,       co-
ordination, and a positive         atti-

tude.   
 

Karate 
Tuesdays & Thursdays,  

5:00 – 6:00 PM 
Ages: 4 and up 

Tuesday s & Thursdays,  
6:00 – 7:00 PM 

Adults 
Instructor: Leon Molinario, Sa Ba 

Nimm 3rd degree black belt of 
Pyung Soo Do – Open Palm System 

$60 member / $70 nonmember 
monthly 

$45 registration fee includes uni-
form 

 
Tae Kwon Do 

Mondays, 5:00 – 6:15 PM 
Thursdays, 5:30 – 7:00 PM 

Ages: 4 and up 
Instructor: Greg Livadais,              
4th degree Tae Kwon Do     

Olympic Sparing 
$60 member / $70 non      member 

monthly 
$45 registration fee including    uni-

form 

CLUB J 
Pool Party, dinner & a movie at 

the JCC. 
Saturday, August 29,  

5:30 – 10:00 PM 
Grades: K – 6 

PLAN YOUR PARTY AT THE 
JCC! 

$200 includes a 90 minute party 
for 25 children.  $10 per addi-

tional guest over 25 with a max 
of 35 guests.   Additional $50 to 

extend party to 2 hours. 
 

Your party theme could be sports, 
face paint, arts & crafts, karaoke, 

bounce house, a magician or a 
clown! 

 
Parties can be scheduled on Sun-

day through Thursday during 
regular JCC hours.  Your party 

will be booked upon receipt of a 
signed   contract and $50 non-

refundable deposit. 

Please contact Jessica Klein for more information at 887.5158 or jessicak@nojcc.org 



26 

NOJDS Faculty and Staff Directory 
2009—2010 

 
The main school phone number is 887-4091.  Phone numbers associated with teachers will go straight to 
voicemail so as not to disturb the learning environment.  Please call the main school phone number if you 
have an appointment to speak with a teacher.  We will then transfer your call to the classroom. 

 
Jennifer Baudy, MSW, LSW .......................................................................................................... Counselor 
780-5630 ...........................................................................................................................jbaudy@nojds.com 
 
Bob Berk, Ph.D. ...................................................................................................................... Head of School 
887-4091 ...........................................................................................................................  bberk@nojds.com 
 
Chris Clark, B.A. ....................................................................................................................................... Art 
887-4091 ............................................................................................................................ cclark@nojds.com 
 
Judy Fried, B.A. ............................................................................................................ Kindergarten Teacher 
780-5643 ............................................................................................................................. jfried@nojds.com 
 
Lauren Gisclair, M.A. ......................................................... Music Teacher, Kindergarten Assistant Teacher 
887-4091 .........................................................................................................................lgisclair@nojds.com 
 
Frieda Lor ................................................................................................................................. Judaic Studies 
 
Andi Madderra .................................................................................................................... Assistant Teacher 
887-4091 .....................................................................................................................amadderra@nojds.com 
 
Deb Marsh .................................................................................... Director of Admissions and Development 
780-5632 .......................................................................................................................... dmarsh@nojds.com 
 
Jessica Posternock, M.Ed. .................................................................................................. 1st and 2nd grade 
780-6544 ................................................................................................................... jposternock@nojds.com 
 
Anna Salomon, MAT ..........................................................................................................3rd and 4th grade 
780-5650 ...................................................................................................................... asalomon@nojds.com 
 
Debbie Schlackman, M.Ed. .....................................................................................Library-Media Specialist  
780-5619 ................................................................................................................. dschlackman@nojds.com 
 
Anat Shaer, B.Ed.  .................................................................................................................... Judaic Studies 
780-5641 ........................................................................................................................... ashaer@nojds.com 
 
Batel Sharon, B.Ed.  ................................................................................................................. Judaic Studies 
780-5649 ......................................................................................................................... bsharon@nojds.com 
 
Debbie Simon, B.A. ..........................................................................................................................5th grade  
780-5648 .......................................................................................................................... dsimon@nojds.com 
 
Heidi Vizelberg, B.S. ............................................................................................................................. Pre-K 
780-5642 .....................................................................................................................hvizelberg@nojds.com 
 
Sarah Weil, B.A. ................................................................................. Jewish Educational Leadership Intern 
887-4091 ............................................................................................................................. sweil@nojds.com 
 
Jody Yacavone .................................................................................................................. Physical Education 
780-5623 ................................................................................................................................ jody@nojcc.org 
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NOTES: 
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